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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it contains numerical references to 
unspecified figures. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: the specification is 
replete with improper idiomatic English. See at least paragraphs [0007], "it is almost becoming 
one of social infrastructures", [001 1], "DSRC has a strong advantage in that large amount of 
information can be exchanged. . .", [0015], "wireless communication enabling communicating 
with moveable bodies...", etc. Appropriate correction is required. 

4. Claims 21 and 23 are objected to because of the following informalities: All dependent 
claims should be grouped together with the claim or claims to which they refer to the extent 
practicable. See MPEP If 6.18.01 (m). Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 2 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 
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Claim 2 recites "as a level of attribute information of target information." This limitation 
is inherently unclear since it is not in proper idiomatic English. 

Claim 4 recites ". . .the information based on circumstances on information reproduction 
in the information reproduction device" This limitation is inherently unclear since it is not in 
proper idiomatic English. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

8. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by JP 2002-101460 

Claim 1 is rejected for the same reasons as provided in the international preliminary 
search report for the international application PCT/JP03/14287. 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States 
before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States 
before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) 
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shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application 
designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

10. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 6,429,812 to 
Hoffberg. 

Regarding claim 1 , Hoffberg teaches an information delivery system in which an 
information reproduction device reproduces information delivered from an information delivery 
center, the information delivery system comprising information reproduction mode changing 
means for changing reproduction mode for the information based on circumstances on 
information reproduction in the information reproduction device (Hoffberg, abstract.). 

1 1 . Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 2002/0164998 to 
Younis. 

Regarding claim 1 , Younis teaches an information delivery system in which an 
information reproduction device reproduces information delivered from an information delivery 
center, the information delivery system comprising information reproduction mode changing 
means for changing reproduction mode for the information based on circumstances on 
information reproduction in the information reproduction device (Younis, abstract.). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

12. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

13. Claims 2-10, 12, 13, and 15-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over JP 2002-101460 in view of JP 2002-95045 and further in view of JP 2000-175249. 

Claims 2-10, 12, 13, and 15-22 are rejected for the same reasons as cited in the 
international preliminary search report for the international application PCT/JP03/14287. 

14. Claims 1-10, 12, 13, 15-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being anticipated by 
US 2002/0164998 to Younis in view of US 6,429,812 to Hoffberg. 

Regarding claims 1, 2, 4-8, 12, 13, 15-23, and 3 1-3 4, Younis teaches an information 
delivery system in which an information reproduction device reproduces information delivered 
from an information delivery center, the information delivery system comprising: information 
reproduction mode changing means for changing reproduction mode for the information based 
on circumstances on information reproduction in the information reproduction device (Younis, 
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abstract, the mobile device receives information through interacting with the application server. 
[0015], user interacts with voice-activated menu.); first communication means for enabling 
communication between a mobile body and the information delivery center using DSRC 
communication (Younis, abstract, the mobile device receives information through interacting 
with the application server and base station.), the mobile body including the information 
reproduction device and residing in a first communication area; and second communication 
means for enabling communication between the mobile body and the information delivery center 
when the mobile body resides in a second communication area which is larger than the first 
communication area (Younis, [0008-00017], the device is tracked from a starting position along 
a route to a final destination.), the second communication means carrying out communication 
with a lower speed than the first communication means (Younis, [0016-0017], GPS assistance 
from PDE. See also, [0006].), wherein: the information reproduction mode changing means 
includes: determining means for determining a time taken for the mobile body to reach a 
communication area for a nearest DSRC terminal device (Younis, [0029], time difference of 
signals sent between wireless device and base station is calculated. See also [0044].), as a level 
of attribute information of target information, which is selected by a user of the mobile body and 
is to be delivered from the information delivery center (Younis, [0044], driver selects route and 
destination.); and selecting means for selecting either the first communication means or the 
second communication means to be used for delivery of the target information to the information 
reproduction device, based on a determination result of the determining means (Younis, [0015], 
positioning and menu selection are used on separate data communication links. The result of the 
user's menu selection influences the result of the position related information.). 
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Younis does not expressly disclose the use of DSRC systems, however, Hoffberg 
discloses a system using DSRC, therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of invention to combine the use of DSRC as taught by Hoffberg with the 
system of Younis in order to provide communications between vehicles and roadside systems 
(Hoffman, col. 21, line 9-30.) 

Regarding claim 3, the combination of Younis and Hoffberg teaches the information 
delivery system as set forth in claim 2, wherein: the selecting means carries out the selecting 
using a determination reference table in which a level of attribute information and 
communication means to be used for transmission of the target information are related with each 
other previously (Younis, [0015], positioning and menu selection are used on separate data 
communication links. The result of the user's menu selection influences the result of the position 
related information.). 

Regarding claims 9, 10, the combination of Younis and Hoffberg teaches the information 
delivery system as set forth in claim 2, wherein: the second communication means is wireless 
telephone communication (Younis, abstract, mobile phone used as vehicle navigation device.). 

Regarding claims 24, 25-30, the combination of Younis and Hoffberg teaches the 
information delivery system as set forth in claim 23, wherein: the content items are delivered in 
such a manner that the plurality of content item files are accumulated in an upper directory of a 
tree-structure including a plurality of lower directories, allowing a user of the information 



Application/Control Number: 10/534,638 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2145 

reproduction device to select a target upper directory or a lower directory so that all content item 
data in the target upper directory or the lower directory thus selected are downloaded as one 
group (Younis, [0016], server activates a menu which allows the user to select from a set of 
service and information options. See also [0044].). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RYAN J. JAKOVAC whose telephone number is (571)270-5003. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 7:30 am to 5:00 pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason D. Cardone can be reached on (571) 272-3933. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/RJ/ 



/Jason D Cardone/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2145 



